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| WR” ' approve ; and make it the Oracle, not of God's Wiſdom, but of their own Fancies, _— 
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PICKETT, MAvoxk. 


A Common Couxerr holden in the Chamber of the 
_ Guildhall of the City of London, on Thurſday the: 
11th Day of February, 1790. 5 
E 80 LIVE D, That the Reve oetlogon, 
Chaplain to the Right Honorable the LON NAV ox, be re- 


queſted to print the Sermons preached by him, : before his 
LoRDsSHIP and the ALDERMEN, at the Pariſh-Church of 


7 . 


St. Lawrence Feury, on Sunday the Tenth Day of January 
ſt, and at the Cathedral-Church of St. Paul on the Firſt. 
8 unday in Hilary Term; and to cauſe a Copy thereof to be 
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ſent to every Member of this Cour r. 
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ESSENTIAL DEITY or rus MESSI AH; 
1 TIM. III. ME 


AND WITHOUT CONTROVERSY, GREAT IS THE MYSVERY OF 
GODLINESS, GOD WAS MANIFEST IN THE FLESH!!! = 


MON the fad Variety of Evils, with which the pre- ol 
ſent Age abounds, in common with thoſe that are paſt, 3 
there is One, in which it more eſpecially exceeds ; and by 2 4 
it may in ſome Sort be diſcriminated, as it's 1 | 2 A 


which 

it's Characterilick : and that is, AI Spirit of Infidelity---the 
forrowful, and fatal Source of that Neglect, not to ſay, Con- 1 
tempt, of all Religion, and of every ching that bears it s ge- . 5 A 
nuine Reſemblance, which is the leading Feature, and the Def. Pp E 


11 


grace of the Times. 


. it of 1 no > Excuſe, of no Apology - In the Darkneſs 


- 125 Va . r *. 


—_— - the genial I Influence of a divine Revelation ak never ſhed it's In 


—_ 3 > ; bat be they mul alſo excite Our. 2 3 in make: 


XV 3 5 . Meridian of ſupernatural Ilumination in the full. Blaze o 
& : * | © that Day-ſpring from on high, which has viſited us; to ſee: 


* our Fellow- Creatures ſtill rioting in Licentiouſneſs---ſtill: 


x. 75 N fporting themſelves with their own Deceivings---and walking: 


on ſtill in Ignorance and Incredulity, is no otherwiſe to be 


Ax accounted for, under the ſuperior Advantages with which we 


= 


ie favoured, than that, they will not be learned, nor under 
—ſcſwpad! They are of thoſe, who rebel againſt the Light EE 
3 To With reſpect to that wonderful Poſition, which is fo plainly: 


= 8 aſerted i in the language of the Text, the remarkable Ob ſcurity 
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——— and Humiliation of our bleſſed Saviour's Appearance in this: 


i 8 . World have been frequently urged as a ſtrong Objection: 


—_— againſt his being the very Mess1An; though, they are indeed 


A _. among the ſtrongeſt Confirmations of that intereſting Truth :: 
2 © as it was written of Him, many Centuries before his Incarna-- 


5 | . 
> ID ONO h 


IH 5 i nation, © Who hath believed our Report? and to whom is the 
—_ _ :. Arm of the Lord revealed? For, He ſhall grow up before him, 


—_ as A tender Plant, and as a Root out of a dry Ground: He 


nÄbath no Form, nor Comelineſs: and when we ſhall ſee Him, 


there: 
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chere is no Beauty, that we ſhould deſire H im. He is deſpit 
And rejected of Men- A Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; they hid, as it were, their Faces from him; he was 


deſpiſed, and they eſteemed him not.” N . : 


% 


2 
But, though the Perſon, and the Circumſtances of the Re= 
deemer, were ſo very poor, ſo very -mean, as to their external 


Aſpect, there were certain Things, in his Hiſtory, fully ſufs 
ficient to inform the 


mon and extraordinary Perſonage indeed. Of this we ſhall 


Forld, that He was ſome very uncom- 
meet with inconteſtible Evidences, while we are attempting to 
elucidate the ſeveral Particulars, to which our moſt ſerious . 
Attention is invited in this grand Feſtival of our Church, 


—— — — 


Tut EPITHANV-—and which are directly pointed out for our 
Conſideration and Improvement, when it is ſaid, And with- 
out Controverſy, great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, Gop was 
manifeſted in the Fleſh.” 


er 


And here, there is a Truth to be conſidered, which is no 
otherwiſe a Truth, than as it was a Fack. The Truth and 
the Fact are one, and the ſame. If it was not a Fad, all the 


Learning and Ingenuity in the World can never make it rue. 
And all the Criticiſm, and Sophiſtry upon Earth can never ren- 


der it untrue, if it was a Fae. 


£ — 
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then, or the Fact, is ſimply this---r> © GOD. 
d in the Fleſh.” Or, if there be any decided 
Being of Beings, who is: ſuper- 


eminently and infinitely diſtinguiſhed from all poſlible Beings | 


niverſe, by the Name, and the Nature of GOD--- 
I am Go, and there is none elſe, and befides ME, 


is ho SAviouR---was in the Fleſh ; in 


e human Na- 


e. The divine and the human Nature was united in that: 
erſon, who is the Object and the Subject of this Paſſage... | 


7 
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Notwithſtanding This is one of the firſt Principles of the 
. Oracles of GOD, ſtrange as it may ſeem to ſay, it has been 
. : a 3 _— maoſt vehemently oppoſed, both by the avowed Enemies, and: 


dy the ſpecious Friends of our Religion.---It is our Province 


ET © therefore to confirm it---not, by the Deductions: of unaſſiſted 
EReaſon and Nature, which can avail us nothing here---not, in 
ERS. the Words which Man's wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy: 


| = Fe ne Ghoſt teacheth ; comparing {ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual ;; 
and then, leaving it to the GOD of all Grace, to ſupport his: 
awn Cauſe, as ſhall ſeem good. in his Sight. 


| EE ' Many and various are. the Arguments, which have been ad- 
Is dAduced, and which might be. repeated, in defence of this 4; 
tinguiſbing Peculiarity of divine Revelation---but.we ſhall con- 


fine ourſelves to a very few, upon the preſent. Occafion ; and tos 
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fixch, as are level to the Apprehenſion of a common u iderſtai 


of that Perſon, who was to come into the World, as that wre 
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It is very evident, I think, to the plaineſt Capacity; that the» 
Holy Ghoſt himſelf did direct the inſpired Prophets, ſo to ſpe == 


— : , } = 


ſhould conceive him to be 4 divine Perſan-=- truly, and proper, . A 5 
GOD---not by Title only 2 nor, byit . 


cation, or Limitation whatever; 


ce; nor, by any Quali 


I take up the facred Writings of the old Teftament, for in MM 


0 
OP ny 


ſtance, as a Jew; and I read to the following Effect - _ 


« ” : 


* 
x 
IO, — 


The People, that walked in darkneſs, have ſeen a great - FI 
Light : they that dwell in the land of the Shadow-of Death, 
upon them. hath the Light ſhined.“ 
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For, unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and 
the Government ſhall be upon his Shoulders; and his. Name 
fhall be called, Wonderful, Counſellor, THE MIGHTY GoD,, 
the everlaſting Father, and the Prince of Peace.” 


“ And it ſhall be faid in that day, Lo, This is our Gop, | 
we have waited for him, and He will fave us: This is the e 
Lokp, we have waited for him; we will be glad and rejoice: 


in his Salvation.“ : „„ 


And | 


do once 
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And again, O Thou, ; that bringeſt good Tidings to Zion, 
pet thee up into the high Mountain: O thou that brin 


Var 1 p 42 » * I 1 


dae, the Lese Gov dah come with firong hand, 


sand his Arm ſhall rule for him -b. his Reward is with 


ä Work beforcthim nd nk en 


= 1 Ts And again, « Awake, O Sword, againſt | my Shepherd, and 
© againſt the Man is my Fellow, faith the Lord of hoſts.” 
— _ 5. So likewiſe I take up my Bible, as a Greek, a Gentile, and I 


r 


* conſult che facred Writings of the 
| any Partiality or Prejudice; and therein Ir 


Uh 


| : * Behold, the Angel of the Lord appeared unto Joſeph in a 
Dream, and faid unto him, Fear not to take unto thee Mar) 
hy wife; for That which is conceived in her is of the ho 
| hoſt”---[notwithſtanding which, a modern and reftleſs 
=_ Y Hereſiarch has had effrontery enough to deny the miraculous 
Conception of the Son of God.] by: 4 We 


And ſhe ſhall bring forth a Son---And thou ſhalt call his 
name, Jeſus ; for he ſhall fave his people from their Sins. 
Now 


© good Tidings to Jeruſalem, lift up thy Voice with Strength, 


Seo 
_ 
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„ Now all this was Alone 0 it might be fulfilled, which 


was * of THR LoRn by the 9 * 

* Behold, a Pirgin ſhall conceive, and ſhall Vm forth a 
Son, and his name ſhall be called Immanucl,.-—which being 
interpreted, is, Gop with us. 


.* 


And, In the we was the Word--- and the Word 
was with God---and the Word was Gob. And the Word was 
made Fleſh, and dwelt among us.'-— 


And again, þX ced the Church of Gop, which he hath pur- 


chaſed with his own Blood. Who, though he was in the 
Form of Gop, and thought it not Robbery to be equal with 
| Gop, yet made himſelf of no MOON and appeared in the 


Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh.”- 


12 it be obſerved, that, in both theſe Caſes, whe! her as a. 


Jew, or as a Greek, I do not take up my Bible as a Critic, and 


as a Scholar -—it may be a conſiderable Advantage ſo to do, and 


it may not; according to the. Uſe, or the Abuſe of our literary 


Talents.---But the Scriptures were not given by the Inſpiration: 


of God for Perſons of that particular Deſcription only, nor prin- 


cipally. * To have Simplicity and godly Sincerity, is all that 


The Holy Spirit, which directed the Apoſtles and the Evangeliſts to the Uſe of 


the Tongue, which in their Day was moſt generally unde, ood, the Greek, would for the 
fame Reaſon, it may be preſumed, ſuggeſt to them a Style which might be gererally, 


per/picuous: 
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| &” agel neceſſary; I 1 to underſtand the Hential 
. Points of our Religion. I take up my Bible therefore, as an 
_— mT : humble Sinner, and an honeſt Man, to be taught of God by his 
E 3 K Sk 4 own. unerring Word. And, is it pofible for me to do this, and to 
. > - read ſuch paſlages as theſe, and not to conclude, 'that the Per- 

F bd fon ſpoken of therein, was truly and. properly Gov. over all 
| = bleſſed for ever ?---If a Perſon is introduced to our Notice, 

| = ä Confidence, our ſuperlative Eſtimation and Wor ſhip, by the 


Spirit of Holineſs, the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of God him- | 
5 ſelf WhO informs us, that, He is THE Lox ; THE LoRD 
* Gow; THE Log OF SABAOTH; Ir novan oUR RICHTER 
. ousvrss; THE CrEAToOR, and THE MOST Hiscn: aſſuring 
; | ns, that, he is the PRESERVER and SUPERINTENDANT of 
; all Worlds the REDEEMER of Mankind---the JUSTIFIER 
of all the ele& people of God---the great SouRcE of Light, 
of Life, of Joy to all the celeſtial Hoſt; and the never ceaſing 
' OBJxcr of their Celebration, their Triumph, and their Praiſe 
---What is that Reaſon, that Learning, that Philoſophy, which 
would be fo prepoſterous as to _ that ” Tus is THE 
TRUE Gop, and ETERNAL Lies ? N N 
perſpicnous. It is therefore a Principle with me, that the true ſenſe of any Phraſe in the 
new Teſtament is what may be called it's ſtanding ſenſe : that which will be the firſt 
to occur to common People in every Country and in every Age. 
Biſhop of St. David's 's Letters, &c. 
| 8 . e Were 


T "1 T 
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Were we to luppola otherwiſe, and were we to ſuffer our- 
| Kalbe to be miſled by thoſe, who would ſeduce and enſnare 
us into the Opinion, that the Perſon here ſpoken of was no 
more than a Man, where would be the Wonder, the Mys- 
TERY, the GREAT Myſtery---that a Man was manifeſted in 
the fleſh ?---The Abſurdity, the NoxsxNsE, as well as the 
| PLAT Ys of ſuch an Idea, expoſes and confounds nk: 


Indeed, there is an Argument, which may be drawn from 
the Reaſon and Nature of things, ADMITTING the Scriptures 
to contain a divine Revelation, and which, I preſume, ſhould 
have a conſiderable degree of weight, in confirming this peculiar 
Article of the chriſtian Faith---Which 1s, that, if the Mediator 
be not a divine perſon, and yet the Author and the Cauſe of our 
Redemption, our Obligations are greater, in fact, to a Being, who 
is not eſſentially God, than to one, who is. And, what, in 
the unbounded Regions of F ancy itſelf, can be imagined more 
ſhocking, more abhorrent to common ſenſe, than ſo extrava - 
gant a chimera as This! For the Bleſſings of CREATION are 
as nothing, when placed in competition with thoſe of Rx+ 
DEMPTION.---But the hiſtory of human Science, and the 
knowledge of human Kind, may ſerve to teach us all, that, 
there is no Abſurdity too groſs, for philoſophical Affectation to 
advance, or for learned Vanity to defend! _ 


[© | | To 


8 12 \ 

10 7 beſo, we are NP; for the amazing Ditto ter of 2 
OY. God---2 contradiction both in Nature, and 
Terms. So, ſome would perſuade us that the Ss” is 
a e God- others, an official God - others, a nomi- 
nal God---others, that He is no God at all, in any Senſe---but 


"I only the higheſt; of all created Intelligencies; others, that He 


Was only a perfect Man; and others again, a Being of poſſible. 
Fallibility and Corruption like ourſelves ! 


Thur in the judicial Proceedings of the moral Governor of 
the World, when any of us preſume to ſhut our eyes againſt 
the moſt obvious Dictates of ſupernatural Light---to- depart 
from the Simplicity, that! is in Chriſt affect to be wiſe, above 
what is written and will not receive the Kingdom of God, 
as a little Child, evil Men and Seducers are permitted then to 
wax worſe and worſe; deceiving, and being deceived : until 
the infinitely wiſe God, in the regular Operations of his Provi- 
dence, is known to fend them /trong Deluſſon, that they may 
believe a Lie, becauſe they received not the love of TUR 
TzuTn, that they might be faved. For, if that ſtupendous 
Flood of Illumination, which pours itſelf from the ſacred Writ- 
| ings upon the human Intellect, be not ſufficient to ſatisfy the 
Mind, reſpecting the true, proper, and eſſential Godhead of the 
- Meſſiah, we are ſurely: juſtified in. ſuppoſing, that it muſt ariſe 
from a Predetermination not to believe it. And in that caſe, 
the. moſt ingenious, accurate, and learned Diſquiſitions on the 


ſub ject 


—_ 


"979 1 
ſubject may expect to meet with no more Succeſs, than the 
moſt elaborate trifling. A Feather might as ſoon repel a Tor- 


rent, as a Conviction find Acceptance, when oppoſed by an 
Averſion. 


Much indeed has been ſaid and written, with reſpect to Mia 
tranſlation. To which it may be replied, Are all theſe Paſſages 
miſ-tranſlated ? That would be very ſurpriſing ! Beſides---if 
it has pleaſed the infinite Goodneſs of God to afford us ſuch a 
Revelation, is it to be conceived, that it's Language, and it's 
Tranſlation, would be ſuch as are calculated to miſlead us into 
the moſt dangerous miſtakes, and the moſt fatal Idolatry ?--- 
For, what is the great Deſign of this very Revelation itſelf, but 
to inform us, reſpecting the Unity of the divine nature, and 

the aſtoniſhing Peculiarity of his Mode of Exiſtence, in op- 
poſition to the polytheiſtic Idolatry reſpecting the true na- 
ture of divine Worſhip, in oppoſition to every ſuperſtitious 
Error, as to T imes, Places, Perſons, and Ceremonies---and 
reſpecting the preciſe Way of Acceptance into the divine F avour, 
and everlaſting Admiſſion to the beatific Preſence of the moſt 
High. For the final Declaration, and e Teſti- 
mony of which, the /econd Perſon in The ever- bleſſed and glo- 


rious TRINITY became incarnate. 


But, if that Perſon be 27 eſſentially divine, ſo little Rea- 
ſon have we to depend upon his Teſtimony, that, it has been 
C2 | made 


8 „ 
AR Blade appear, [by Evidence Whith we hes been accuſtomed 
= . dio look upon as moral Demonſtration,] * He was One of the 
Eo © moſt notorious Impoſtors, that ever diſgraced the human 
„ Form- The Mahometan Religion is preferable to the Chriſ- 
tian Religion---The Jewiſh Sanhedrim is to be juſtified. in 
cauſing Him to be put to Death---The Writings of the Apoſ-- 
ny ſtles ought to be proteſted and the very Language of the Bible 
Fe ONT and — W and e 


The Adraiſtion of this Docuine therefore, is * * from 
being circumſtantial, or immaterial, that, it is abſolutely eſſen 
tial to the Truth of divine Revelation in general, and to the 
very Being of Chriſtianity in particular. Or, in other Words, 
there is ſuch an inſeparable. Connection between Revelation, 
© Chriſtianity, and the proper Godhead of the Redeemer, that, the 
el muſt inevitably ſtand, or fall, together. And, I am: 
=—_ moſt deliberate in affirming, that, in the Rejection of Either, 
we may be faid * to reject = 855 


And yet, without Controverſy, moſt ee confeiedly, 
This is a great Myſtery : but not the leſs a Truth, or a F act, 
| becauſe a Myſtery---not the leſs certain, becauſe inexplicable, 
- and perhaps never to be comprehended by finite Reaſon and 


= 


human Capacity, as to. it's Modus---any more than the Se/f< 
exiſtence of the Deity. Divine Revelation has fully aſſerted the 
Truth ; but all the een Inquiſition, all the ſcholaſtic 
Diſtinction, 


: Diſtinction, all the philoſophical Reſearches, which can poll — 
bly be made, never did, and never will explain the Thing. 
GREAT is the MysTERy of Godlineſss. e 


Gop was MANIFESTED in the FLESH II 


It has ohien been maintained, by ſome of the moſt pious and 
learned Students in facred Writ, that there never has been 
any kind of ſupernatural Manifz/tation of the Godhead, ſince 
the fall of our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, but by the ſecond Per- 
ſon in Jehovah. Thus THE Voice, which is faid to have 
addreſſed them, immediately upon their Diſobedience, is ſup- 
poſed to have been the Voice of the future M efiah---fo likewiſe 
That, which ſpake to the Patriarchs in ſucceeding Periods.--- 
The Perſon of Melchizedek has been thought by Some to have 
been Chriſt himſelf, in the very Appearance he was to aſſume 
in the Fullneſs of time.---T! he Angel, which delivered the Law 
from Mount Sina1 has been preſumed to 25 The Angel of he 


everlaſting Covenant.--- 


So likewiſe, the Shetinah, or the Glory of the Lord, from 
above the Mercy-Seat, and between the Cherubim.---T he 
Perſon, who exftibited himſelf to Joſhua in the Likeneſs of a 
Man, with a Sword drawn in his Hand, was in all probability 
the * ſame Object.---Certain it is, that, Iſaiah was in- 

dulged 


> TEAM 


Bealged with a particular Manifeſtation of his unutterable 
FA. Magnificence and Splendour, as THE LORD OF HosTs, fitting 


upon his Throne, and * by the Seraphim, IE ta 
his Incarnation. 


Here however it is aſſerted, that, after all theſe various Ma- 


_ nifeſtations of the divine Nature, GOD was MANIFESTED IN 


THE FLESH. He was manifeſted in Bis Birth, by Teſtimo- 


_ nies from Heaven---by a Multitude of ANGELS, . to the won- 
dering Shepherds; by an unuſual STAR, to the Eaſtern Magi; 
and "ny Taz HoLy GHosT himſelf, to Zecharias and Simeon. : 


He was ts} in 5 Li ifs D the 3 Evidences, 


which He gave, of his being GOD. manifeſt in the Fleſh : by 
the Voice from Heaven at his Baptiſm and again, at his 
xj ransfiguration upon Mount Tabor. 


He Was 8 in his Death : Fot then Behold, the 


Vail of the Temple was rent in twain, from the top to the 


bottom; and the Earth did quake, and the Rocks rent, and the 


Graves were opened, and there was Darkneſs over all che Land 


from the fixth hour unto the ninth hour!“ 


ne Supernaturality and Grandeur of ſuch Manifeſtations as 


"Theſe, reſpecting the Perſon and the Character of our incarnate 


Redeemer, are perfectly conſiſtent with this ſublime Idea, with 
: this 


this myſterious Truth, and with Nothing mort of * that, 7 AE 
Gop was manifeſted i in the Fleſh; moe: „„ 


4 


If. "x an Aſſembly like This, it ere neceſſary for me to 
particularize the ſeveral Reaſons, of inexpreſſible and everlaſtin 4 


Importance, for which he was manifeſted in the Fleſh ; 


would be incumbent upon me to remind you, that, He was 


manifeſted in the Fleſh, ©* To finiſh Tranſgreſſion, to make 


an end of Sin, to make 1 for Iniquity, and to 


bring in everlaſting Rightcouſneſs--- He appeared, once, in the 


end of the World, to put away Sin, by the Sacrifice of Him- 
ſelf-For this Purpoſe was the Son of GOD manifeſted, to 
take away our Sins, and to deſtroy the Works of the Devil. 
Foraſmuch as the Children were partakers of fleſh and blood, 
Himſelf took Part of the ſame, that, through Death, He might 
deſtroy Death, and him that had the power of death, and de- 
liver them, who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
e to bondage. 


The Neceſſity, or even the Propriety of ſuch an Expedient, 
as the Humiliation of the ſecond Perſon in the divine Eſſence, 
to effectuate theſe Deſigns, may be to our Apprehenſions very 
unaccountable and myſterious. Be it ſo. Great 1s the My(- 
tery of Godlineſs, GOD was manifeſted * in the Fleſh!!! 


5. EUN Te ; conſpicuus et aſpectabilis fadtus et. It: fignifieth ſuch a Manifeſtation 


— 1s s germanents as laſteth for ever.. 
The Greek Scheliaſt. 
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=_ By GoDLinEss, it may be proper to underſtand, | in this : 
J 2M „„ = paſſage, Chriſtianity at large: or, that Religion, which has e 
F 5 it's Origin and Source in a divine Revelation. Very properly 
* 15 N ſo denominated, becauſe it is the only Revelation, which has 
3 ever been given of the Nature 7 GOD---Of*: the Will of 
GOD---Of the true Worſbip of GOD---and, of ; the Glory of 
- GOD, ſince the Introduction of human Ignorance, Depravity, ; 
5 and Miſery, into the World; and, it 18 the 1 infallible Cure 
I "I for every moral Evil. f 
F We have heard 1 of a Maxim, in | prodigious Accept- 
| | ance among thoſe, who chuſe to diſtinguiſh themſelves by the 
Appellation of rational and philoſophical Chriſtians, that where 


Myſtery begins, Religion ends.---If ſo, there muſt be an end 

to the Religion of the Bis LE---For That is evidently full of 
Myſteries ; ; of ſuch Truths, as are neither diſcoverable, nor 
comprehenſible, by human Reaſon. Upon which Account 
they. are denominated, very peculiarly and very fitly, Ar- 
ticles of Fal H; that is, Articles to be believed and received 
upon the mere Teſtimony of GOD in his Word---whether 
they conſiſt with the Principles of what we ſtyle Reaſon and 
* or not. 


And, if you take Notice, in ſearching the ſacred Scriptures, 
ö you will find, that no other Argument is made Uſe of in ex- 
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the Attention and conciliating the © g 
. n they are addreſſed, but, Tuus salTH THE Lok D. Our . 73 
1 . bleſſed Saviour himſelf aſſumed the ſame decifive and com- „ 
muaanding Tone, in all his public Miniſtrations; by introducing, 1 1 


* 


what He had to deliver, with nothing more than, . Verily, e =" 7 
verily, 1 fay unto you.” In all the grand Myſteries of his Re- / pes A ; 
ligion, the Tpſe 6 dixit of an incarnate GOD was to ſettle their 1 55 4 
—— | Belief. And, if you and I have not this Spirit of Faith, we 1 4 
certainly have not the Spirit of Chriſtianity ; and it is equally | - ö 


4 


abſurd and diſhoneſt to call ourſelves Chriſtians. and £ 


- 


For, without this Spirit of F aith, who is there upon earth | 
that will believe THIS GREAT MYSTERY, this moſt amazing 
Incident, that ever aſtoniſhed the univerſal intelligent Creation, 
GOD MANIFEST. IN THE FLESH !! Every Thing indeed is 


in ſome ſort a Myſtery : all that we ee all that we ar — 
all that we know! Thought itſelf is an incomprehenſible | 4 
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| Myſtery ! Our own Exiſtence---The Continuation of human 5 
Life-— The preciſe Nature of Death The eſſential Difference 

between Matter and Spirit---and the Bond of Union between AY 
them Both. All, all is Myſtery, within and without, above, [ 
and around us. From the ſmalleſt Atom, that floats inviſibly ; 
in the Atmoſphere, to an Archangel---and from an Archangel, 

to the ſelf-exiſtent GOD.---And, without Controverſy, 

GREAT is the Myſtery of Godlineſs!! We may controvert _ ; 
about it, to be ſure>--but, what then ? are we the wiſer, or the | 
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ſuperior to the Pagan Temples And becauſe, it has been 


7 


* 


tter, or the happier for it? How can it be ? For, upon what 
Principles ſhall we controvert the Subject? Upon Principles of 
: Reaſon ?---If fo, of whoſe Reaſon ? of your's, or of mine? Of 
neither---for, it is no Subject of Reaſon, but of Faith. And 
di diſtinct Provinces of Reaſon and of Faith are not very 


nicely obſerved, there can be no end to Confuſion and Scepti- 
ciſm, to Infidelity and Enthuſiaſm. 


7 * 


* 
„ 
{ 


The Truth, and the Fact then, is ſimply This, GOD was 
r in the Fleſh- And the obvious Inferences are ſuch, 

as Theſe. Jeſus Chriſt is a Perſon in the Godhead, truly, pro- 
perly, and eſſentially, divine. As ſuch, He is to be worſhipped, 

and adored. And as ſuch, He is to be depended on, and con- 

fided | in, for all the Purpoſes of compleat Salvation. As it is 

written, op Look unto ME, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the 


Earth, for IL am GOD, and there is none elſe ; and, beſides 
Me, there is no SAVIOUR.” 


* 
# * 


I have allowed myſelf the Licence, which I hope to be for- 


£ 


given, of being the more minute in the Diſcuſhon of this Point, 
becauſe, if it be untrue, with the Name of Chriſtians, we are 


% 


among the groſſeſt Idolaters- Our Liturgy, inſtead of being 


the moſt pure, the moſt ſublime, and the moſt perfect, that the 
Wiſdom and the Piety of Ages could compile, is moſt irreligi- 


ous and protane---And our Churches themſelves in no reſpect 


* 


aſſerted, 
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aſſerted, with more Confidence than Diſcretion, and to the In 
famy of the Accuſers, I truſt, not of the accuſed, that the De- 
fence we ſet up for The Eflabliſhment is, not for it's religious 


Utihty---not for it's moral Excellency---not for it's diflinguiſhing 


Articles, but for it's temporal Emolumento. Whereas, I 


would humbly believe, there are None among us, who would 
not be ready to ſay, with all the Integrity of chriſtian Zeal, 
« As to the ſecular Advantages and the eccleſiaſtical Honours 


of our Church, what are * to the Characteriſtic Peculiari- 


ries of our RELIGION ? 


More to be deſired are THESE than Gold, yea, than 8 


Gas Gold, ſweeter alſo than Honey, and the Honey-comb.” * <4 


« To this End was I born, faid the great Example and Sacrifice 
of Mankind, and for this Cauſe came I into the World, that I 


might bear witneſs to Tux TRUTH. Every one, who is of 
the Truth, heareth my Voice.” ---It was the Sneer of Infidelity 


---It was the Pride of irreligious Ignorance---It was a Cha- 
racer, too profane to be eſteemed, which replied to this Con- 
feſſion of the Son of God, in a ſtyle of * and Contempt, 
« What is Truth . 


It is for the Cauſe of Truth, the Cauſe of Piety, the Cauſe 


of Peace, that we would be underſtood to exert our beſt, 


though feeble, Efforts, for the Perpetuity of our preſent ec- 
cleſiaſtical Conſtitution---oppoſed as it now is, in the Uſe of 
12 Terms, 


* * | 5 
* 
8 * 
Ad WA. 
4 el 
* ew. - „ 
derm and under Protititte, e more dangerous and enſn 
becauſe ſo very Pecious, and ec nies,” „ 
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WA a 42 of FOE for this ned 0 uerafopablly ob. 
o tion, we are told of Conſcience, Patriotiſm, equal Liberty, and 
the Natural Rights of mankind ; but, I muſt  intreat your 
Permiſſion both to think, and to ſay, that an unfortunate and 
reſtleſs Dif poſition to interrupt the public Quiet, and to revive 
thoſe Animoſities, which Time was burying- in Oblivion, is 
totally incongruous with them All. ---Patriotifin, no doubt, is 
an excellent Thing---and fo is Liberality of Sentiment and 
ſo is ſound Philoſophy; but, beware the Counterfeit, the 
Diſguiſe, the Cant.---'Fhere are political, as well as. religious, 
Enthufiaſts, Fanatics, and Vifionaries. ' And, it is by no means 
impoſſible, nor perhaps very improbable, unleſs the kind Pro- 
vidence of heaven ſhould interpoſe in our favour, when, at the 
approaching Demolition of your civil Conſtitution- your ecclefi- 
aſtical Eſtabliſiment and your religious Syſtem, there may be 
Thoſe, who will proſtitute the ſacred Scriptures themſelves, 
in the Phrenzy of the Moment, and exclaim, Lord, nowe 
letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace 5 


For, who are They, that abhor, deteſt, and abjure your Eſtab- 
liſhment, your Liturgy, and your Creeds? They are chief Thoſe; 
or of the claſs of thoſe, who have avowed in the moſt public 
Manner, their Belief in the doctrine of Mahomet---and, who 


* 


have 


have celebrated in their very Writin gs, the Memory of that 1 ; 


Arabian Impoſtor, as the military Scourge of idolizing Chriſ- TL: 


tians. With /uch a Spirit of Toleration, as Tris, it may very 
eaſily be foreſeen, without any ſupernatural Perſpective, what 
mult be the too likely, and the too fatal Conſequence, if the 
Power of this Nation ſhould ever fall into ſuch Hands. 


With that inſuperable Diſguſt of every thing that carries 
with it the moſt diſtant FHlagee: of. ae which be- 
at hes Cri Ihe, wa 5 1 be neutral, 3 | 
Our Enemies themſelves being Judges, a defenſive War is a 
lawful War ; more eſpecially when it is- provoked by Confe- 
deracy, by Abuſe, and by perſeverin g Repetition. We are in 
poſſeſſion of apoſtolical Authority for aſſerting, that, © It is 
good to be zealouſly affected always in a good Thing.” For 
Modes and Forms, if they be. nothing more than Modes and 
Forms, let brainleſs Bigots fight---but here, the Contention, I 
apprehend, is, for the Glory of GOD, manifeſt in the Fleſh--.. 
for the Honour of the Creator, and the Redeemer of the 
World---for the grand Peculiarities of divine Revelation---and, 
in the final Iſſue of Things, for the greateſt Blefling, which, 


as a Country, we enjoy.—— 


To be candid, is to be amiable; but, when the Foundations 
of Chriſtianity, and of the Kingdom, are attacked, whether it 
be - 
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ulgence, while I 


at that ineſtimable 


merely as a Bozk, @ Compoſition, both Learn- 
ve been compelled to own is a Volume of Sub- | 
ce, without a Parallel 


t were received as no more than a Di- 
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entire oy conſummate, that oy | 
ich the moral Go- | 
8 bien pleaſed to reveal at ſundry 
„and in divers Manners, for the ſpace of four thouſand | 


Years: Seeder, by Patriarchs, by rophets, by Apoſtles, and by 
it the moſt illuſ- 


elf; and which contains in 


unfathomable Grace, and the incompre- 
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| Syſtem to 


what is a civil ſtate, wil 


] Eftabliſhment ? Do you with to 
this Kingdom, ever ſince 
Guardian, the Protector, the Support of 
more than two hundred Years ; I ſpea 
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Charatters, or 


h, with all it's Inperfections, it is 
; an Eſtabliſhment, which has 


: Exceptions, but of The Eſtabliſhment 
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plead the Cauſe of God and Truth: 
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Martyrs have been every Thin 


ime---and w. 
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Apoſtles, to ſiy nothing 


of her Biſhops or her Clergy ;---do. you with to ſee ſuch an 
Eſtabliſhment abuſed, diſgraced, deſtroyed ?---If not, Where 


„ 9 — 


are then our Joshu As- -Our EzRAs---our NEHEMIAHS 2 
Let them flep forth---let them wnite---let them be. zeahus _ 
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in expoſing the diſingenuous Taunts of the. Sanballats and 7 


abs, the Ebionites and the Cerinthians of the eſent by. 


7 * 


f <8 > * . % Pld 
6 8 2 e / y — f 411 . 8 8 5 4 , 75 
* 4 of «x Bet © 5 2 oo 8 * — * 45 8 


- 


«a 


= 


3 


% 


* 


„ ſhould have 


reaſon to lament any monſtrous Obtruſion upon the Peace, the | 
WW orſhip, or the Order of that Church, in which we are 15 
every one of us inſtructed to ſay, from the Sanction of our Te 5 | 
«© O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jeſu : 
-. GOD, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, who takeſt away the | 
Sins of the World, have Mercy upon us! Thou that takeſt - 
away the Sins of the World, receive our Prayer! Thou that 
ſitteſt at the right hand of GOD, have Mercy upon us.” Poe Me | 
For thou only art holy. Thou only art the Lord. Thou 
only, O Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, art moſt high in the 
. Glory of GOD the Father.” | 1 | 
| Unto whom therefore, three Perſons in one undivided and | 
incomprehenſible Jehovah, be aſcribed the Kingdom, the | 
Power, and the Worſhip, for ever and ever. Amen, 
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Monvar, Feb. 1, 1790. 


X Ta very numerous General Meeting of the SOCIETY for PROMOTING. 
A CHRISTLAN KNOWLEDGE. | | | 


— 


Whereas in the printed Reſolutions of ſundry Meetings of Proteſtant Diſſenters, in 
different parts of the kingdom, it hath been inſinuated that many of the Clergy, as 
well as other Members of the Eftabliſhed Church, concur with the Diſſenters in 
wiſhing for a repeat of the CORPORATION and the TEST ACTS; and whereas 
the ſaid Meetings of Proteſtant Diſſenters invite ſuch Members of the Eſtabliſhed. 
Church as may concur with them in their ſentiments of the Teſt, to co-operate. with 
them in their efforts for it's Abolition :. PE | ET eg 


It is therefore unanimouſly reſolved. 


I. That it is the ſenſe of this Society, that the repeated Attempts of the Diſſenters 


to obtain a Repeal of the Corporation and the Teſt Acts, mult give great uneafineſs 
to all true friends of the Eftabliſhed Church: and that the moſt diſtant probability of 
it's ſucceſs would be a cauſe for the greateſt apprehenſion and alarm; the Teſt being , 
a wiſe and neceſſary proviſion of the laws, for the common ſecurity of the Civil and. 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, the intereſts of which, in this realm, are inſeparably con-- 
nected.. | | | 


II. That it is the earneſt wiſh of this Society, in which they are confident they 
have the concurrence of all conſcientious Churchmen, that the bleſſings of a full to- 
leration ſhould be extended to Chriſtians of all denominations ; which. bleſſings they 
conceive the Proteſtant Diſſenters in England do actually enjoy. N 


III. That Religious Toleration would not be enlarged by the abrogation of the 
Corporation and the Teſt Acts, although the influence of Diitenters, in the concerns. 
both of Church and State, would be encreaſed in a degree inconſiſtent with the ſe- 
curity of either. CE | 


IV. That this Society returns it's warmeſt Thanks to thoſe upright Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, who, however divided in their general politicks, have twice ſuc- 
ceſsfully united their virtuous efforts to reſiſt the attempted innovation in the conſti- 
tution of the united kingdoms. . The Society is confident that by fimilar exertions, the 
renewed attempt will be again defeated ; and it's Members declare that they will be 


ready upon all occaſions, as far as their ability may extend, to ſhew a grateful ſenſe 


of thoſe publick ſervices ; and they invite and conjure their Brethren, in all parts of 
the kingdom, as they value the bleſſings, civil and religious, of the Britiſh Contti-- 
tution, and would tranſmit them entire to their poſterity, to co-operate with the- 
Members of this Society, with firmneſs and vigour, in the common cauſe. 
V. That the above Reſolutions be printed in the publick newſpapers, 
Signed, by Order of the Board, 


GEORGE GASKIN, See. 


'  BARTLE T's BUILDINGS, LONDON. © 
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January 30, 1790, beide the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, 
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[HE TEST OF TRUTH, PIETY, AND GIANCI 
Sermon, delivered on the Day of Sacramental Qualification for . 


N I Magiſtracy of the City of London; before e the Right Fo- 
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in the Cathedral. Church of St. Poul, 


f Aldermen, &c. &c. being the Anniverſary of the Martyrdom, of 
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